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BOOKS 


To have or not to 
have 


ABORTION: THE WHOLE STORY 
Mary Kenn 


Quartet £9.95 
ABORTION PRACTICE IN BRITAIN AND THE UNITED STATES 
Colin Francome 
Allen & Unwin £7.95 paperback/£18 hardback 
ABORTION AND WOMAN’S CHOICE 
Rosalind Polack Petchesky 
Verso £8.95 paperback/£24 95 hardback 


MARY WARNOCK 
EA 


Mary Kenny is an experienced joumalist, 
with an accomplished interview technique. 
She records, in this book, a number of inter- 
views, both with those who have had abor- 
tions, and with theorists. She does not 
perhaps cover, as the blurb-writer claims, 
“every imaginable issue surrounding . . . the 
subject of abortion”; tt is not absolutely the 
whole story But it ıs a good read, and oddly 
soothing She wanders amiably round the 


subject, what it's ike to have an abortion; 
whether women choosing abortion are asked 
if they would consider having the baby and 
letting 1t be adopted (they mostly are not 
asked this); why people decide to have abor- 
tions, what various theorists think about it, 
and so on. 

She ts not at all unsympathetic, and, on the 
whole, seems content that women should 
make their own choices. Al! she demands is 
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left) at 15. car 
american teenage tor aged 14. ao gu 
ing nette's sister pregnant net 
J with the choice of abortion, they 
x ir decision seriously. She real- 
should take their 
hat nothing will make abortion go away; 
west be abolished. But she herself could 
ee ht! She fully recognises that 
never think it mgnt. 
dement is based on sentament, not rea. 
De a es not defend the feeling. but only 
son, She doe: and that she will not be 
states that it ts strong, 
moved from it by any et: 
Mary Kenny's book, though in some ways 
informative and full of mora} conviction, is 
holarly or deeply analytic. The same 
not sc id of Colin Francome s Abortion 
might eS z is more of real ınterest ın 
Practice. But there 15 
it. since it ıs concerned. not wıth anecdotal 
findings. nor with the author's own attitudes, 
but with a comparison between the preva- 
lence of abortion in Britain and the United 
States. and an attempt to discover ways in 
which. in both countries. abortions could 
become less frequent. A moral position is 
thus revealed. It is assumed that it would be 
better if there were fewer abortions, and it is 
probably true that most people would make 
the same assumption. 

Francome’s statistics show that the average 
rate of abortion in the United States is more 
than twice that in Britain (though the abor- 
ions are usually carried out at an earlier stage 
of pregnancy). He is mainly concerned with 
teenage abortions, and in order to explain the 
higher American rate here, he has some 
illuminating observations on the behaviour of 
teenage groups in both countries. These are 
based on what the sociologists call “partici- 
pant observation.” Francome's younger 
brother was a member of an apparently 
characteristic group in Swindon; and he him- 
self went to teach in the United States for a 
year, and could thus find out about his pupils’ 
goings-on. His work, therefore, has animme- 
diacy and credibility often lacking in the work 
of academic sociologists. 

Briefly, he finds that American teenage 
boys are much more likely to be sexually 
active than their British counterparts because 
of a commitment to proving their maleness by 
forming sexual relationships. The whole cul- 
ture of “dating” is based on this need. In 
Britain, though there is much sexual boasting 
among young males, on the whole their soci! 
life is based on the male peer-group or g 
until they are much older. Even attendanc 
dances or discos is dominated by the pe 
group. Although boys meet girls at these c 
emonies, it is quite rare for any real rela” 
ship to be established between the sexe: 

This means that when sexual interco 
does occur, whatever the girl may feel a 
it, it is very likely that for the boy it wi. 
relatively unromantic and experimenta! 
makes it unlikely that contraceptive pre: 
tons will be taken. It is still difficult for a 
to take precautions when she does not kn 
whether, or when, she will be requires 
sexual purposes. The American style w 
make it more plausible for contraception 
be used, if only it were more readily « 
cheaply available in the United States 

Francome's solution to the problem 
teenage pregnancies and abortion (though ! 


that, face 
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admits int it will reduce. not cluninalo, 
abortions) is simple and CONVINCIMg. Mare 
s¢x-cducation, and better bath conto! tacih 
ties, The aim is to induce through eduvation n 
greater sense af responsibility, not by preach 
ing chastity, which may well De conme 
productive, but by carly and prolonged dis 
cussion, ancl a far greater eneourapgement of 
men and boys to attend bath control chimes, 
Education could, and can, make a huge dal 
ference to the attitudes of both boys and girls 
to pre-marital sex. Francome's hook ought to 
help to convince Members of Parliament that 
sex education is nota harmful and dist Uptive 
threat to The Family. 

Rosalind Petchesky's book was published 
two years ago in the United States. Hs impor 
tance for British readers undoubtedly lies in 
the perceptive and daunting analysis it pres: 
ents of the New Right, the pro-family politi- 
cians. The book is long and pretentious, The 
reader must struggle with a good dent of femi- 
nist-style jargon. There is also a strong identi- 
fication of feminism with the radical left, the 
more understandable in the United States 
since state-funded contraception and abor- 
tion are regarded as goals only for dangerous 
socialists, They're also goals tor feminists. 
But even those who are neither fully paid-up 
feminists nor politically far left should be 
alarmed by the Return to Victorian Values, 
or Family ideology. 

Petchesky shows how the generally liber- 
alised law regarding abortion has been 
accommodated by the hard “moral” right. 
Abortion is permitted, but only in a shame- 
ndden and infantilising way. She quotes a 
story called “Daddy, I'm sorry” published in 
Families magazine, where a pregnant teen- 
ager throws herself on the mercy of her stern 
father, is rushed out of town to have her 
abortion but is nonetheless morally “res- 
cued” by her penitence within the bosom of 
the family. She returns, the innocent and 
good little girl, the fallen, but forgiven, Angel 
in the House. The relevance of such a presen- 
tation of Family power to the issues of the 
Gillick case is obvious, 

But the main message of this book is 
unlikely to be widely accepted. The argument 
is that women will never get what they need 
as long as abortion is regarded as an evil; and 
choice of abortion as a choice between evils. 
(This, after all, is the meaning of Mary Ken- 
ny’s demand that women should see their 
choice as “serious.”) Rosalind Petchesky 
holds that we shall not be truly free until we 
stop thinking about individual women facing 
moral dilemmas, and think instead of women 
as a group, and the availability to the group of 
free and non-guilt-ridden abortion. 

The trouble is that not even the most 
ardent feminist can change the fact that 
women get pregnant one by one, and that an 
unwanted or intolerable pregnancy 1s some- 
thing a woman has to face for herself, and, 
ultimately, on her own. That she should be 
helped; that she should not, as she often is, be 
made to feel guilty, does not entail that she 
has no decision to make. Neither attempting, 
in the words of President Reagan, to “stamp 
out abortion” by law, nor making ita straight- 
forward service-provision, can alter the 
nature of these facts. 
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Case notes 


ALERTA OF TRANCA 
Allon Thomaa Fille anal Tom PN Alkona 
Duckworth d panh 


COLIN WARD 


When Ceotiiey was sp he war aenal to the 
Child putas elite heen ol bin ple 
When he was une he war sen tommatlerane 
becario of that and lis habitan bedwelting. 
AUT very dlixnuptive un nd ont at seloot," 
he was helore the pavene cont dar stenlinp 
AQ EL after several charges ot burgliry and 
Theil, tmaney and violent oppression towards 
his tamy, he found bimseli at at community 
home 

During his two years there he added to bis 
compendium of sins acts ob "ndecen! 
exposure” and the thelCof temale clothing. 
The pattern continued until he was senl to 
Dorstal foru year, charged with arson, having, 
attempted to blow upan immersion heater in 
the lolt ofa church, The consultant psychiati 
ist at both the community home and the bors- 
tal was Tom Pitt-Aikens. He believes thut the 
“delinquent” is “loa greater or lesser degree 
a personification of issues which are uncon- 
scious and require to be made conscious in his 
family. Unless this happens, dangerous situn- 
lions will ensue in the family: what are known 
as ‘catastrophes on the ume horizon.” 

The method he has evolved to make the 
issues conscious is a series of bighly-strue- 


Cockburn in Spain 
Despatches from the Spanish Civil Wor 
James Pettifer (ed) 

‘The reader prepared to relive 
the heady days of the 

summer of 1936 will find no 
better brew than that 
concocted by Cockburn’ 


= Paul Preston in New Society 
£4.95 paperback 


Breakfast With Mao 


Memoirs of a Forelgn Correspondent 
Alan Winnington 

“One of Britain's greatest foreign 
correspondents, curious, 

witty and adventurous’ — 


Jonathan Mirsky in The Observer 
£12.50 hardback 
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wed Famy Meetings In ts ce they wen: 
alterada by the preleanemals Corcó an 
ever logo senes ot soal workers an) 
probo olleen by Creothey’s piensa 
nilinaty nude clans Couple sometimes 
by hin beaters nmel sisters, who ele came 
dig the procedure bung. and notty, and 
hy Cleothiey seht, when he chose to come 

The recorda of (hese meetings are pre 
sented here by the novelist Alte Thomas 
Hs, who attended the last tew of them and 
become very fond ol the tong suffering par 
ent She comaska that ad she bad set out te 
wile a novel about a delinquent Child she 
would not bave piven ham this family back 
proud, and One al she had chosen to write 
about that comple she could not have piven 
heim delinquent child. When the hrst meet 
ing, win hektin 1070, Geoffrey was 15. By the 
thaty-socth ra 1983, he was a young mian ty 
ing no ordinary life, out of trouble 

And yes! The endless discussion at Ihe 
meetings did reveal trom the bamily’s history 
extruondinry premonitions of Geoffrey and 
his troubles. So much so that we read on with 
anxiety, in case he should kill himself at 17 
like an uncle who blew Inmselt up en the attic. 
or m case his father should die at SO like ¿es 
father 

But did the long process of exploring the 
catastrophes on the time horizon do anything 
to extract Geoflrey from his career as a social 
nuisance? The authors offer no opinion. but 
was evident to the reader that the meetings 
did u great deal for the harassed parents who 
loyally turned up for over seven years to take 


oO 


2 


The Politics of 
the UCS Work-In 


John Foster and 
Charles Woolfson 


‘An extraordinary work. highly 
recommended’ - New Society 
£9.95 paperback 


Fire Under the Carpet 
Working For Civil Liberties in the 1930s 
Sylvia Scaftardi 


‘It’s all there’ - Molly Parkin 
in Time Out 
£4.95 paperback 


The Ragged 


Trousered Philanthropists 
Robert Tressell 


The great classic of socialist 
fiction, at a socialist price. 


£5.95 hardback 


